of  the 

Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

1000  ELEVENTH  STREET,  N.  W. 

WASHINGTON  1,  D.  C. 

TtLtPHONE:  sterling  3711  EJitors:  E.  Raymond  Wilson  Barbara  S.  Grant  C.  Lloyd  Bailey 

Washington  Letter  No.  88  Annual  Cost  $2  May  23>  1951 

UMST  BILL  -  Legislation  in  Conference  -  The  following  decisions  on  the  draft  bill  hare  al¬ 
ready  been  reached  by  the  Senate-House  conferees, 
up  to  May  22,  They  have  provisionally  agreed  on  extending  the  draft  bill  until  July  1,  1955, 
or  four  years  beyond  its  present  expiration  date*  Men  of  18^  would  be  eligible  for  induction 
for  2U  months  service,  if  all  eligible  men  above  19  have  been  called.  If  UMT  were  to  ccMae 
into  effect,  it  would  begin  for  youths  at  18.  All  men  wotild  register  at  18,  A  ceiling  of  5 
million  men  was  set  for  the  Armed  Forces,  but  no  ceiling  on  the  number  of  women  in  the  ^zmed 
Forces,  until  July  1,  195U*  Inductees  would  be  required  to  receive  four  months  of  training 
before  they  could  be  sent  outside  the  continental  United  States.  Draftees  would  be  subject 
to  a  total  of  eight  years  ccxabined  active  and  inactive  duty.  Men  subject  to  the  draft  could 
enlist  voluntarily  in  the  Army  for  a  period  of  2U  months.  Childless  husbands  would  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  draft  except  in  cases  of  "extreme  hardship."  Unnaturalized  immigrants  would  be 
subject  to  the  draft  after  twelve  months  residence  in  this  country  unless  they  obtained 
deferments  as  nonresident  aliens,  in  irtiich  case  they  would  be  barred  from  citizenship  in  the 
future . 

UMST  BILL  -  UMT  Issue  Still  Undecided  -  As  this  Newsletter  is  being  written,  the  conferees 

are  still  deadlocked  over  the  issue  of  permanent 
UMT.  The  Senate  version  of  the  UMST  legislation  would  authorize  permanent  UMT.  The  House 
version  would  create  a  commission  to  make  plans  and  instruct  the  Armed  Services  Committee  to 
bring  in  legislation  for  Congressional  action  within  a  specified  time. 

General  MacArthur  in  his  testimony  May  5  before  the  Senate  Armed  Services  and  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  Committees  advised  against  adopting  UMT  now.  He  said, 

"I  should  advise  most  seriously,  if  I  were  considering  the  problem,  that  I  would  wait 
and  get  through  with  the  emergency  that  faces  us  now,  and  then  on  what  has  resulted 
and  what  exists  then,  I  would  sum  up  the  facts  and  make  my  decision.  ...  I  believe 
the  thing  should  be  carefully  studied." 


UMST  BILL  -  Deferment  Policy  Modified  -  The  UMST  Senate-House  conferees  have  provisionally 

agreed  on  the  following  wording  regarding  the  con¬ 
scientious  objectors,  instead  of  the  present  deferment  policy: 

"...  in  lieu  of  such  induction,  be  ordered  to  perform  such  civilian  work  contributing 
to  the  national  health,  safety  or  interest  as  the  local  board  may  deem  appropriate  and 
any  such  person  who  knowingly  fails  or  neglects  to  obey  any  such  order  of  his  local 
board  shall  be  deemed,  for  the  purpose  of  Section  12  of  this  title,  to  have  knowingly 
failed  or  neglected  to  perform  a  duty  required  of  him  under  this  title." 

This  would  put  the  conscientious  objectors  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  boards  for 
work,  presumably  for  two  years  but  possibly  longer,  that  would  be  decided  on  an  individual 
basis  by  the  local  board.  Possible  penalties  of  five  years  in  jail  and/or  $10,000  fine  for 
failure  to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  local  board  carry  over  from  the  19Ub  Act.  So  far  as  we 
know,  the  appeal  procedure  stands  as  in  previous  legislation.  We  will  include  more  specific 
information  in  a  later  Newsletter  when  implications  of  this  change  are  more  definite.  We  have 
worked  actively  for  continuation  of  deferment  believing  it  the  most  intelligent  policy  for 
handling  political  and  religious  dissent  in  a  democracy. 
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MacARTHUR  HEARINGS  -  The  MacArbhur  hearings  before  the  combined  Senate  Armed  Services  and 

Foreign  Relations  Committees  are  now  in  their  fourth  week.  General 
Douglas  MacArthur  and  Defense  Secretary  General  George  C.  Marshall  have  completed  their  tes¬ 
timony  and  General  Omar  Bradley,  chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  has  been  on  the 
witness  stand.  Following  are  a  few  of  the  Issues  raised: 

(1)  Alone  or  with  our  Allies.  MacArthur  argued  that  the  United  States  should  be  prepared 
to  "act  alone  if  necessary"  while  Marshall  said  this  would  be  at  the  "expense  of  losing 
our  Allies  and  wrecking  the  coalition  of  free  peoples  throughout  the  world." 

(2)  Limited  or  expanded  war.  The  Administration’s  war  strategy  is  to  confine  fi^iting  to 
Korea,  and  to  resist  the  Cotomunists'  aggression  \mtil  they  grow  weary  of  it.  MacArthur  ad¬ 
vocated  bombing  bases  in  Manchuria^ using  Chinese  Nationalist  troops,  risking  all-out  war 
with  China  if  necessary.  Marshall  opposed  bombing  Manchurian  bases  on  the  grounds  that  it 
might  involve  all-out  war  with  China  and  the  Soviet  Union;  he  opposed  using  Nationalist 
Chinese  troops  in  Korea  or  in  an  assault  \ipon  the  mainland. 

(3)  United  States  policy  in  the  Far  East.  MacArthur  discussed  Formosa,  and  said  the 
Nationalist-held  island  must  "under  no  circumstances"  fall  into  Communist  hands.  In  his 
opening  statement,  Marshall  said,  "This  Government  will  not  oppose  discussion  of  (Formosa 
and  China's  seat  in  the  UN).  However,  it  will  oppose  any  settlement  of  the  Korean  conflict 
which  would  reward  the  aggressor  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  and  it  will  oppose  the  atten^t  of 
any  nation  or  regime  to  shoot  its  way  into  the  United  Nations."  Under  questioning  by 
Senator  THiley  of  Wisconsin,  Marshall  added  that  he  had  "the  very  definite  impression"  that 
the  United  States  should  definitely  exercise  the  veto  in  relation  to  concessions  to  the 
Chinese  Communist  Government. 

(U)  MacArthur  dismissal.  Global  versus  theatre  commander  view.  MacArthur  asserted  he  had 
no  idea  why  he  was  dismissed.  Marshall  replied,  "What  has  brought  about  the  necessity  for 
General  MacArthur' s  r«ioval  is  the  wholly  unprecedented  situation  of  a  local  theatre  com¬ 
mander  publicly  expressing  his  displeasure  at  and  his  disagreement  with  the  foreign  and 
military  policy  of  the  United  States."  General  Bradley  in  his  summary  said,  "Frankly,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  .  .  .  (MacArthur' s)  strategy  would  involve  us  in 
the  wrong  war,  at  the  wrong  place,  at  the  wrong  time,  and  with  the  wrong  enemy." 

The  net  effect  of  the  debate  so  far  seem  to  have  been  for  the  Administration  to  accept  more 
and  more  of  the  MacArthur  thesis  and  for  the  Department  of  State  to  be  less  willing  to  con¬ 
sider  a  negotiated  settlement  with  Communist  China  or  consider  the  seating  of  the  present 
Chinese  Government  in  the  United  Nations  as  part  of  a  general  settlement,  or  the  future  of 
Formosa, 

The  problem  of  a  settlement  without  rewarding  aggression  is  a  difficult  one,  but  the  FCNL 
has  pressed  ever  since  last  June  for  more  energetic  and  persistent  efforts  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  close.  "Operation  Killer?  with  the  bragging  in  the  press  and  over  the  radio  daily 
about  the  thousands  of  Chinese  killed  and  the  wiping  out  of  villages  by  the  United  Nations 
forces  on  the  grounds  of  military  necessity,  has  revealed  how  brutal  and  how  far  from 
"police  action"  the  United  States  position  has  become.  Though  it  was  written  before  the 
MacArthur  debate,  we  would  urge  you  to  read  "Steps  to  Peace  -  A  Quaker  View  on  Foreign 
Policy,"  just  issued  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  20  South  12th  Street, 
Philadelphia  7,  Pennsylvania  (25  cents.)  It  presents  some  alternatives  to  either  the 
Truman  or  MacArthur  policy. 


In  a  statement  to  the  United  Nations  Conference  in  San  Francisco  in  April  19U5,  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  in  Great  Britain  and  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  said  in  part: 
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'*Much  of  the  disorder  of  modem  times  has  arisen  from  the  worship  of  power  and  from 
competition  for  power*  We  are  all  in  some  measure  responsible  before  God  for  this 
tragedy  of  mankind*  We  are  none  of  us  utterly  diyorced  from  our  fellows  either  by 
complete  perfection  or  by  utter  depravity*  If  our  new  world  is  to  be  securely  built, 
it  must  arise  frc^  a  fellowship  founded  in  repentance  and  in  a  common  effort  to 
build  afresh  and  quite  differently.  •  •  .  Not  by  coercion  and  penalties  will  the 
world  be  turned  from  war  and  competing  armaments,  but  by  the  single-minded  pursuit 
of  the  individual  well-being  of  ordinary  men  and  women.  .  •  *  Mankind  in  spite  of 
the  unspeakable  cruelties  and  brutalities  that  we  have  been  witnessing,  can  respond 
to  noble  ideals  and  purposes;  it  awaits  leadership  of  courage  and  integrity.  •  •  *" 

SENATOR  JOHNSON  OF  COLORADO  CALLS  FOR  CEASE  FIRE  IN  KOREA  -  On  May  17,  Senator  Edwin  C. 

1 Johnson  of  Colorado  Introduced 
Senate  Resolution  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations*  This 
resolution  calls  for  efforts  by  the  United  Nations  to  arrange  a  cease  fire  and  armistice  on 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Korean  war*  The  last  paragraph  of  the  resolution  reads: 

"Resolved,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that  the  United  Nations  call  upon  all 
nations  and  all  groups  now  engaged  in  the  war  in  Korea  to  cease  fire  and  declare  an 
armistice  effective  at  U  a.m*  (Korean  time)  June  2^,  1951;  and  that  prior  thereto 
the  United  Nations  forces  retire  to  points  south  and  the  opposing  forces  retire  to 
points  north  of  the  thirty-eighth  parallel;  and  that  before  ^coaber  31 »  1951  >  all 
prisoners  of  the  Korean  war  shall  be  exchanged  and  all  non-Korean  persons  military 
and  nonmilitary  (except  the  ordinary  diplomatic  representatives),  shall  depart  from 
North  and  South  Korea." 

ROCKEFELLER  REPORT  RECOMMENDS  SINGLE  OVERSEAS  ECONOMIC  ADMINISTRATION  -  The  Point  Four 

program  of  techni¬ 
cal  assistance  became  law  on  June  5>  1950  and  was  granted  $26*9  million  for  its  first  year 
of  operation.  Now  at  least  23  United  States  Government  agencies,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
United  Nations  and  its  specialised  agencies,  are  working  on  technical  assistance  —  with 
some  informal  consultation  in  Washington,  at  the  United  Nations,  and  in  the  countries  in¬ 
volved,  but  with  no  adequately  organized  coordination.  Nelson  P,  Rockefeller,  chairman  of 
the  International  Development  Advisory  Board  created  by  the  Point  Four  legislation,  has 
issued  a  report  recommending  a  single  Overseas  Economic  Administration,  in  idiich  various 
technical  assistance  and  economic  development  programs  would  be  brought  together  under  one 
head.  One  question  involved  is  whether  all  programs  of  constructive  aid,  in  raising 
standards  of  underdeveloped  areas,  would  become  subservient  to  and  tied  in  with  military  and 
political  considerations.  Another  problem  raised  is  how  to  administer  an  efficient  aid 
program  without  some  such  agency.  Paper  bound  dollar  editions  of  this  report,  including 
charts,  have  been  published  by  Simon  and  Shuster,  New  York,  and  are  available  at  bookstands. 

U  N  Economists  Call  for  $19  Billion  Annual  Aid  Program  -  Another  approach  was  proposed  by 

five  economists  assigned  to  study 
aid  problems  by  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the  United  Nations.  They  recommended  an 
International  Development  Authority  to  make  grants-in-aid  in  such  fields  as  education  and 
public  health  through  the  United  Nations  in  order  to  prepare  for  large  scale  capital  invest¬ 
ment  in  agriculture  and  industry*  They  estimate  $19  billion  as  the  annual  amount  needed  to 
raise  the  per  capita  income  of  underdeveloped  countries  2%.  Last  year  the  United  States 
contributed  $12  million  to  the  U  N  Technical  Assistance  Program.  This  new  report  calls  for 
$13*8  billion  from  the  United  States,  Canada,  Western  Europe  and  Australia,  with  the  under¬ 
developed  areas  contributing  $5*2  billion  from  their  own  resources. 

$8.5  Billion  for  Foreign  Military  and  Economic  Aid  -  Congress  should  soon  receive  for  con¬ 
sideration  a  single  foreign  economic 
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aid  bill  in  nhich  European  Assistance  (ECA),  aid  to  Greece,  Turkey  and  the  Middle  East,  al 
to  the  Far  East,  and  technical  assistance  to  Latin  America  and  the  appropriation  for  Point 
Four  will  all  be  considered  together*  According  to  The  New  York  Times,  May  23>  1951,  the 
total  requested  for  all  these  programs  will  be  $6*5  billion  -  of  which  only  $690  million 
will  be  allocated  to  economic  aid,  including  United  States  technical  assistance  and  United 
States  contributions  to  United  Nations  Technical  Assistance  programs  (not  including  $1*65 
billion  for  ECA  economic  and  rearmament  aid.) 

The  remaining  $6*25  billion  will  supply  military  aid,  including  finished  weapons,  equipment 
raw  materials  and  tools  for  the  production  of  weapons,  and  money  for  training  in  the  use  of 
these  weapons*  Last  yearns  military  assistance  to  other  countries  amounted  to  $1*6  billion 
As  indicated  on  the  preceding  page,  there  needs  to  be  not  only  more  aid  for  raising  world 
standards  of  health,  education,  transportation,  agriculture  and  industry  but  better  organ! 
zational  machinery  for  accomplishing  it. 

Point  Four  is  not  yet  congealed  in  final  legislative  form.  You,  your  neighbors,  and  your 
friends  can  help  your  Representative  in  Congress  if  you  will  read  the  material  mentioned 
here,  discuss  these  questions,  and  express  by  letter  or  interview  how  you  would  prefer  that 
your  tax  dollar  be  spent. 

President  Asks  for  $60  Billion  Defense  Budget  -  On  April  30  President  Truman  sent  to 

Congress  his  request  for  an  appropriation 
of  $60,679,UlU,690  in  funds  for  the  Department  of  Defense  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  3 
1952.  This  does  not  include  the  proposed  $8*5  billion  foreign  military  and  economic  assist 
ance.  For  the  first  one  hundred  and  thirty- five  years  of  the  history  of  the  United  States 
the  total  expenditure  of  the  federal  treasury  was  approximately  $66  billion  and  of  this 
approximately  $56  billion  was  for  war  and  preparation  for  war. 


GRAIN  FOR  INDIA  PASSED  BY  SENATE  -  Senator  Styles  Bridges,  New  Hampshire,  introduced  and 

won  approval  for  a  crippling  amendment  to  S.  872.  It 
requires  repayment  of  the  loan  in  "substantial  quantities  of  monazite  and  manganese."  It 
is  difficult  to  reconcile  this  kind  of  economic  inqperialism  with  the  professed  policies  of 
our  government.  The  House  is  debating  this  legislation  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 
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